School District of Lancaster

Summer Reading List

Grades 6 - 8

Miss Crandall’s School for Young Ladies and Little Misses of Color,

Elizabeth Alexander and Marilyn Nelson

Through twenty-four sonnets, two Connecticut poets imagine the voices of selected “Little Misses of Color” to tell the courageous story of Prudence Crandall, who opened her nineteenth century academy to young African American women. J 811.54 ALE
Tasting the Sky: A Palestinian Childhood,. Ibtisam Barakat

On the fortieth anniversary of the Arab-Israeli Six Day War (19671971),

Ibtisam Barakat writes a compelling memoir of her young childhood during the war that shows the value and beauty of ordinary life. YA B BARAKA IBTISA BARAKA
Frida: ¡Viva la vida! Long Live Life! Carmen T. Bernier-Grand

Lyrical free-verse poems comprise the heart of this well-rounded biographical work of artist Frida Kahlo’s life. A 2008 Pura Belpré Author Honor Book.                                               YA B KAHLO FRIDA BERNIE
Tracking Trash: Flotsam, Jetsam, and the Science of Ocean Motion,

Loree Griffin Burns

An introduction to the science of ocean motion describing the work of Dr. Curt Ebbesmeyer who tracks the distribution of trash, like sneakers and bathtub toys spilled at sea, through the Pacific Ocean. J 551.462 BUR
Elijah of Buxton, Christopher Paul Curtis

Elijah, the first freeborn child in Buxton, a Canadian community of escaped

slaves in 1860, transforms from a “fragile”11yearold boy into a courageous hero. A 2008 Newbery Honor Book. JF CURTIS C
Middle School Is Worse Than Meatloaf: A Year Told through Stuff,

Jennifer Holm

Ginny Davis chronicles the ups and downs of her seventh-grade year in a

colorful collage of newspaper clippings, report cards, school assignments, notes to self, and more. JF HOLM J
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, J.K. Rowling

In this seventh and final volume about Harry Potter, the battle of the young

hero and his companions against dark evil comes to an edge-of-seat,

swashbuckling conclusion. JF ROWLIN J (series section)
Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! Voices from a Medieval Village, Laura

Amy Schlitz

Thirteenth-century England springs to life in 21 dramatic individual

narratives that introduce young inhabitants of village and manor. The 2008

Newbery Medal Book. J 812.6 SCH
The Wednesday Wars, Gary Schmidt

Seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood is convinced his teacher hates him. Through their Wednesday afternoon Shakespeare sessions, she helps him cope with events both wildly funny and deadly serious. A 2008 Newbery Honor Book. JF SCHMID G
The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain, Peter Sís

In his deeply felt memoir set in mid20th century Prague, Sís contrasts the

constrictive walls of the communist state with his personal quest for artistic

freedom. The 2008 Sibert Medal Book and a 2008 Caldecott Honor Book.

JB SIS PETER SIS
The Arrival, Shaun Tan

A man leaves his family, travels to a new world and slowly assimilates into its strange new culture. In this riveting graphic novel, sepia-toned illustrations wordlessly reveal the loneliness and isolation of the immigrant experience. GN YA FIC TAN S
