School District of Lancaster

Summer Reading List

Grades 9 - 12

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian, Sherman Alexie
An entertaining story of Arnold, a Native American student adept at drawing cartoons,

dodging bullies and trying to figure out what he wants to do with his life. YA FIC ALEXIE S
A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, Ishmael Beah

The experiences of a young Sierra Leone boy growing up during the brutal

civil war that gripped his nation. B BEAH ISHMAE B (basement)
Your Own, Sylvia: A Verse Portrait of Sylvia Plath, Stephanie Hemphill

A poetic collage of the brilliant, but troubled Sylvia Plath. YA 811.66 HEM
Mister Pip, Lloyd Jones

A tale of a young island girl caught in the harsh realities of a civil war, who

learns to escape her reality through a teacher who exposes her to Charles

Dickens’s Great Expectations. FIC JONES L (1st Floor)
Tamar: A Novel of Espionage, Passion, and Betrayal, Mal Peet

Seemingly unrelated items in a box left to Tamar leads her to attempt to

solve a mystery set in the past when her Grandfather was a resistance fighter

in the Netherlands during World War II. YA FIC PEET M
American Shaolin: Flying Kicks, Buddhist Monks, and the Legend of

Iron Crotch: An Odyssey in the New China, Matthew Polly

A young man from Kansas seeks manhood at the Shaolin Temple in China

where he meets a variety of characters from a Finnish messiah to a practitioner of       “iron crotch” Kungfu. A fascinating look at culture in modern China.                             796.8155092 POL (basement)
The Invention of Hugo Cabret, Brian Selznick

Suspenseful text and wordless double-page spreads tell the story of young Hugo, an orphan secretly living in the walls of a train station where he labors to complete a mysterious invention left by his father. The 2008 Caldecott Medal Book. JF SELZNI B
The Arrival, Shaun Tan

A man leaves his family, travels to a new world and slowly assimilates into

its strange new culture. In this riveting graphic novel, sepia-toned illustrations wordlessly reveal the loneliness and isolation of the immigrant experience.                                GN YA FIC TAN S
