The Rally for Lancaster County Libraries took place on Saturday, June 27th, 2009 on the front steps of Lancaster Public Library.  Joyce Sands, Interim Executive Director, organized the rally to help get the message out to legislators, press and library users about the dire need for funding during these especially rough economic times.  While library usage soars, budgets are threatened.  Reductions in funding will result in reductions in essential services and resources.  
While many great voices were heard to present short speeches at the rally, 3 of our teens bravely stepped up to voice their thoughts.  Their speeches follow:

Gabby: Age 15

"There is many ways this library is important to me, and it would take too long to detail every one, but I will tell you that this place has helped me since I was too young to understand the words on the pages of a book. It is here, that because of it's extended hours they want to cut, that my mother was able to come by bus and read to me more books than we could have afforded. It is here, using Summer Reading of the programs they wish to cut, that I was able to reach the full potential God has given me, reading at college level in the eighth grade when teachers told my parents I would never read well. It is here that because of those children's programs they want to cut, I was able to spend precious time with my father who worked with his back 80 hours a week. It was here, I was able to find a place to work that has given me more knowledge and experience than I will ever gain from a textbook. It is here that I have made friends from all different ethnic groups and social classes. That with the teen programs they want to cut, I have bridged a gap with books of common interest. A place like this, people can learn to push many of their differences aside. 

I want them to understand that when you look at those statistics and averages of library use, you're not looking at numbers. You're looking at people: children, teenagers, parents, even wayward youth; who rely on this library, however few they may be, especially in the perilous state of our economy. 

And I ask you, isn't it cheaper to fund a library than to build a prison?"

Katia: Age 13
I’ve lived in an underground house with a mushroom chimney in a far-off land called Neverland.

I’ve become a genius witch with a fat tabby cat, riding on the Hogwarts train.

I’ve listened to a beguiling fawn play his flute in a magical land known as Narnia. 

I have solved a million mysteries in my high-tops. My name was Sammy Keyes…

I have a brindle bulldog named Jack that loves to cuddle up with me and my sisters Mary and Carrie when we’re in our covered wagon. 

I have discovered, to my surprise, that I was a princess of the land called Genovia.

My name was Petra when I chased down a Vermeer painting. 

I’ve been the daughter of Athena and helped my friend return a lightning bolt to the master god, Zeus, in New York. 

I’ve helped my brother Charles Wallace fight a mysterious force that was threatening to take over the universe.

I was accused of murder, brought to trial, and found guilty while crossing the Atlantic Ocean. I also turned from a lady to a sailor. 

I’ve survived a fire with Mr. Rochester in England. 

When I was twelve, I drew the job of Pipeworks laborer, but my friend Doon drew my wanted job – messenger – and asked me to trade. 

I saw an ad in the newspaper – ARE YOU A GIFTED CHILD LOOKING FOR SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES? – and, bringing my bucket, signed up immediately for the Mysterious Benedict Society.

I have met a pigheaded Assistant Pig-Keeper. Using my golden bauble, we worked our way to find his pig Hen-Wen in Predain. 

I discovered a dog in a grocery store and named him after it – Winn-Dixie gets into a lot of trouble…

I was an orphan and had to move to a place called Green Gables. I have also had my hair pulled and been called Carrots by an annoying boy.

My father, Mo, and his friend, Dustfinger, and I had to run from a man named Capricorn…but he caught us anyway. My dad had an amazing talent that allows him to read characters out of books.

This, and more, I’ve been able to do in my last 8 years alive…thanks to the library. And imagine how much more I could come up with in the next years by reading new books from the library!

Vincent: Age 13

"The library is useful to me as a student by helping me find books for school, and helping me find books and movies for my personal entertainment.

I'm sure some of the poeple here take advantage in the free WIFI internet access.

    What I like about the library is the huge collection of books and movies and more importantly the fact that everywhere you look there are librarians to help you with everything and anything. If fundings for the library were cut, it would affect us as a community. We'd all suffer children and adults likewise. There would be no summer reading program and the storie times, and teen progams (which my family and I participate in regularly) would be gone.

There would be less books and movies. And there'd be less librarians to help us find anything we'd need. I believe if the government cut the library funding, it would be like a stone dropped in a pond and the ripple would effect us all.

